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Travis AFB, Calif. | 60th Air Mobility Wing

Tailwind The Tailwind is published by the Daily Republic, Fair-
field, California, a private firm in no way connected with 
the U.S. Air Force.

While most of the editorial content of the Tailwind is pre-
pared by the 60th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs office 
for its Web-based product, the content for the Tailwind is 
edited and prepared for print by the Daily Republic staff.

Content of the Tailwind is not necessarily the official 
view of, nor is it endorsed by the U.S. Government, the 
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air 
Force.

The appearance of advertising in the publication, in-
cluding inserts or supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the Department of Defense, the Depart-
ment of the Air Force or the Daily Republic, of the 
products or services advertised.

Everything advertised in the publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-

tus, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other 
nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

Correspondence can be sent to the 60th Air Mobili-
ty Wing Public Affairs staff, Tailwind, 400 Brennan Cir-
cle, Bldg. 51, Travis AFB, CA 94535-2150 or emailed to 
60amwpa@us.af.mil.

Deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. Friday for the following 
Friday’s issue. Swap ads must be brought to Bldg. 51 
by noon Monday for possible print in that Friday’s issue. 
Emailed or faxed Swap Ads are not accepted.

Those on base wishing to receive home delivery of the 
Tailwind can call 427-6975 today.

For information on paid advertising and on base circula-
tion, call 425-4646. Correspondence can be sent to: Dai-
ly Republic, 1250 Texas St., Fairfield, CA 94533 or faxed to 
425-5924.

Visit the Travis public web site at http://www.travis.
af.mil. Read the Tailwind online at http://tailwind.daily 
republic.net or by accessing the Travis SharePoint.
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Pentagon 'safe, secure' following attack
JIM GARAMONE

DOD NEWS

The Pentagon is “safe and 
secure” after an incident this 
week that caused several ca-
sualties, said Woodrow Kusse, 
the chief of the Pentagon Po-
lice Division.

Kusse spoke at the Penta-
gon Briefing Room on Tues-
day.

“Tuesday morning at about 
10:37 a.m., a Pentagon police 
officer was attacked on the 
Metro bus platform,” the chief 
said. “Gunfire was exchanged, 
and there were several casual-
ties. The incident is over and 
the scene is secure. And most 
importantly, there’s no con-
tinuing threat to our commu-
nity.”

The FBI is leading the in-
vestigation into the incident, 
the chief said, supported by 
many different jurisdictions. 

The Pentagon Metro station 
and the bus terminal on the 
south side of the building was 
closed. It is an active investi-
gation and Chief Husse did not 
want to do anything to jeopar-
dize the integrity of the pro-
cess. “The information that I 
have is preliminary, so it con-
tinues to evolve,” he told re-
porters. “ I will be providing 
those details at the earliest op-
portunity. But right now, it’s 
just premature, that the situa-
tion has been resolved but the 
investigation must continue.”

The chief would not ad-
dress what motivated the at-
tacker, nor categorize the in-
juries the casualties received. 

The Pentagon Metro sta-
tion had been the site of inci-
dents before, most recently in 
2010. The chief said the Pen-
tagon Force Protection Force 
will examine the incident once 
the investigation is concluded 
and look for ways to do their 
jobs better.

“The Pentagon Metro sta-
tion is probably one of the bus-
iest in the (Washington) trans-
portation system,” he said. “It 
is a hub for commuters as well 
as building occupants.”

It is too early to draw con-
clusions from the attack, he 
said. “It’s still pending, we 
will certainly, as this investi-
gation concludes, take anoth-
er look at any measures,” the 
chief said. “Our mission is to 

protect not just the building, 
but the community that we 
serve.”

Secretary of Defense Lloyd 
J. Austin III was at the White 
House for meetings with Pres-
ident Joe Biden when word of 
the attack reached him. Upon 
returning to the building he 
stopped at the PFPA Opera-
tions Center to check on the 
situation, Pentagon Press Sec-
retary John F. Kirby said.

DoD photo by U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Jack Sanders

Pentagon Press Secretary John F. Kirby holds a joint press conference with Pentagon Force Projection 
Agency police chief Woodrow Kusse, at the Pentagon, Washington, D.C., Aug. 3, 2021. 

Military Star card 
boosts first-day 
discount online,  
at Exchange, 
commissary

Defense Commissary Agency

TRAVIS AIR FORCE 
BASE — Travis Air Force 
Base Airmen and military 
shoppers looking to save at 
military exchanges and com-
missaries can receive an addi-
tional 15% savings when they 
open and use a new Military 
Star account.

The discount applies to all 
purchases made the first day 
between Aug. 20 and Sept. 2 
and is in place of the regular 
10% discount for new card-
holders. The savings will ap-
pear as a credit on the first 
monthly billing statement.

New accountholders will re-
ceive the 15% discount on all 
first-day purchases at military 
exchanges and commissar-
ies, as well as online at Shop-
MyExchange.com, my Navy-
Exchange.com and ShopCGX.
com.

All honorably discharged 
veterans who have confirmed 
their eligibility to shop at Shop-
MyExchange.com can use 
their Military Star card shop-
ping the Exchange online. Vet-
erans with a service-connect-
ed disability are eligible to 
shop in stores. For more in-
formation, veterans can visit 

See DISCOUNT Page 16
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Name: 
SrA Savannah G. Austin
Unit:
60 HCOS, Emergency Services 
Dept.
Duty title:
4A, Emergency Services Admin

Hometown: 
Andover, Kansas
Time in service: 
Almost 5 years
Family:
None
What are your goals?
Become a tattoo artist

What are your hobbies?
Tattooing, digital art, taking care of 
her cats
What is your greatest  
achievement?
Improving her art skills in which 
she was able to make an art 
portfolio.

U.S. Air Force photo
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18th Air Force command chief visits Travis
Staff Sgt. Christian Conrad

60TH AIR MOBILITY WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

TRAVIS AIR FORCE 
BASE — In a visit span-
ning over a half dozen agen-
cies, Chief Master Sgt. Chad 
Bickley, 18th Air Force com-
mand chief, attempted to run 
the gamut of capabilities pos-
sessed by Travis Air Force 
Base, California, July 30, 2021.

Bickley, whose sat in the 
18th AF command chief seat 
since November 2020, was ea-
ger to take a deep dive into the 
Travis AFB culture in respect 
to both its mission and people.

“Travis will always have 
a special place in my heart,” 
said Bickley. “My family and I 
loved our time here. I love the 
mission, the culture, the peo-
ple and local community. Tra-
vis has and will always be piv-
otal to the security of this great 
nation.”

With stops ranging from the 
base’s Monarch Dining Facil-
ity to its Phoenix Spark inno-
vation lab to its aircraft, Bick-
ley was able to see the many 
facets of Travis AFB, dropping 
the ever-reliable nugget of wis-
dom and also his own hopes for 
the Air Force.

Suicide prevention and the 
importance of diversity within 
the Air Force were among the 
topics touched on by Bickley.

“If I get injured down-range 
by an attack, am I concerned 
about the race, gender or mar-
ital preference of my first re-
sponder?” Bickley asked a 
group of Airmen during his 

visits. “Of course not! My only 
concern is can they perform 
the mission we’ve assigned 
them to do to standard. If we 
have a small pocket of Airmen 
in our formations that have 
concerns about race, gender 
and marital preferences, they 
need to get over it. We’re going 
to treat everyone with dignity 
and respect.”

With the suicide rate 
among active duty service 
members on the rise, Bickley 
also reiterated the importance 

of taking a break—something 
he views as vital to keeping the 
Air Force the world’s finest.

“There is a worldwide 
shortage of mental health pro-
viders,” Bickley said. “For 
now, we’ll continue to pursue 
more resources, but this is the 
hand we’ve been dealt and we 
need to lead through it. Ad-
ditionally, we need to contin-
ue emphasizing to our Airmen 
it’s okay to take a knee and ask 
for help.”

Bickley also stopped by 

Travis AFB’s flight line, where 
he toured the base’s mobili-
ty aircraft and witnessed pro-
cedures used by the base’s 
60th Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron.

Bickley gave special cred-
it to the crews who during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, played 
a pivotal role in both mitigat-
ing the spread of the virus and 
providing aid and hope to ar-
eas most affected.

“Our aeromedical evacuation 

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Christian Conrad

U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Chad Bickley, 18th Air Force command chief, right, greets Master Sgt. 
Joshua Wells, Airman Leadership School commandant, during a tour of Travis Air Force Base, California, 
July 30, 2021. In addition to the base tour, Bickley’s visit included conversations with Airmen about suicide 
prevention and diversity and inclusion. 

See VISIT Page 15

Military Star card 
saves Exchange 
$200,000-plus 
at Travis, $30M 
worldwide in 2020

Defense Commissary Agency

TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE 
— Reaching for the Military 
Star card at a military ex-
change store or commissary is 
strengthening benefits for all 
who serve and have served.

Authorized exchange and 
commissary shoppers who 
used the Military Star card – 
available exclusively to mili-
tary members, retirees, veter-
ans and military dependents 
– saved the military commu-
nity $28.7 million in bank-
ing transaction fees in 2020, 
according to a press release 
from the Defense Commissary 
Agency.

Travis Air Force Base shop-
pers who used their Military 
Star cards saved the Exchange 
$215,500, according to a press 
release from the Travis Ex-
change.

“Since 100% percent of Ex-
change’s earnings are rein-
vested in the military com-
munity, avoiding transaction 
fees means more money going 
to our heroes and their fami-
lies,” Travis Exchange Gener-
al Manager Phonda Bishop said 
in the press release. “That’s 
why using Military Star ben-
efits not just the cardholders, 
but the entire Travis Air Force 

See EXCHANGE Page 20
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COVID vaccines: benefits still outweigh risks
Janet A. Aker

MHS COMMUNICATIONS

Only a small fraction 
of people in the military 
community have experienced 
breakthrough infections after 
receiving a COVID-19 vacci-
nation - and none of them have 
died, according to Defense 
Health Agency Director Army 
Lt. Gen. (Dr.) Ronald Place.

Place revealed new data 
about breakthrough infections 
among people who are fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19 
at a July 20 virtual town hall 
for DHA employees.

Place explained that the ev-
idence shows how effective the 
vaccine has been and he en-
couraged all service members 
and others to get fully vacci-
nated.

“The fact of the matter is 
the efficacy is very good,” 
Place said. “From a safety per-
spective, for those of us who 
are [fully] vaccinated, it is ex-
ceptionally uncommon for us 
to need hospitalization.”

More than 2 million people 
in the Military Health System 
have received full COVID-19 
vaccinations, Place said. Of 
that number, about 1,600 peo-
ple have been infected with the 
novel coronavirus.

“How many of those have 
had to be hospitalized? Less 
than 50,” he told nearly 2,000 
employee town hall partici-
pants. “There have been no 
deaths among that hospital-
ized group.”

Yet despite strong evidence 
of the vaccine’s safety and ef-
ficacy, significant portions of 
the military and civilian pop-
ulations remain hesitant to get 
the shot.

For those who remain skep-
tical, Place encouraged them 
to: “Have a true, meaningful 
conversation with somebody 
you trust or some buddies that 
you trust.”

He suggested also talk-
ing to “your health care team, 
those family members that you 
trust and other members of the 
DHA that you may trust.”

Place also shared his 
thoughts on the potential im-
pact the unvaccinated popula-
tion can have on their broader 
community.

Military personnel during a 
town hall meeting

“I’m just concerned that 
there are a number of us who, 
for whatever reason, believe 
the best course of action is to 
not be vaccinated.”

“I get it for the 19 year olds 
or the 16 year olds, the 24 year 
olds - ‘I’m Superman. No bugs 
are going to beat me,’” he said.

“The answer to me then is 
the butterfly effect. How can 
we break that cycle” where-
by an unvaccinated military 
service member may be as-
ymptomatic, or minimally 
symptomatic, but spreads CO-
VID-19 to family members 
and barracks mates, who then 
may spread the virus to others, 
sometimes with deadly conse-
quences.

Echoing the motto of the 
San Antonio Market, Place 
said “it’s not too late 

to vaccinate,” because the pan-
demic is still with us.

He noted the uptick in CO-
VID-19 cases across the coun-
try in recent weeks, large-
ly driven by the Delta variant 
that spreads more easily than 
the variants which spread last 
year.

“No matter what metric you 
look at, it’s worse. We thought 
we were in a good place based 
on [vaccination rates against] 
the variants that were in soci-
ety at the time.”

However, “this [Delta] vari-
ant is different. That means 
the vaccination level needs to 
go up,” he said.

Discussing herd immuni-
ty, Place said: “It’s not about 
70%” of the armed services be-
ing [partially] vaccinated. He 
indicated that with our still 
somewhat limited understand-
ing of this coronavirus, “to me 
the only number I can really 
be comfortable with is 100% 
[fully vaccinated].”

As of July 16, the Pentagon 
See VACCINE Page 18

Photo by: Army Maj. Robert Fellingham, 12th Combat Aviation Brigade

Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 214th Aviation Regiment, were vaccinated while in Bulgaria during exercise Swift Response, May 7, 2021.

C. Todd Lopez
DOD NEWS

Following guidance issued 
by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, the De-
fense Department has direct-
ed employees working in areas 
at high risk for transmission to 
begin using face masks again 
as a measure to prevent the 
continued spread of the COV-
ID-19 virus, especially the fast-
moving, highly-transmittable 
Delta variant.

The new guidance for the 
department came in a memo-
randum signed by Deputy De-
fense Secretary Kathleen H. 
Hicks.

“In areas of substantial or 
high community transmission, 
DOD requires all service mem-
bers, federal employees, onsite 
contractor employees and visi-
tors, regardless of vaccination 
status, to wear a mask in an in-
door setting in installations and 
other facilities owned, leased or 
otherwise controlled by DOD,” 
the memorandum read.

The memo also says that 

Masks 
are back 
for DoD 
employees

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Anthony Nelson Jr. 

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Colton 
Webber, 735th Air Mobility 
Squadron passenger terminal shift 
supervisor, decontaminates a bus 
after transporting passengers to 
and from the aircraft at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, 
March 25, 2020.

See MASKS Page 18
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U.S., Vietnam discuss COVID-19 aid, 
new program to find war dead

Jim Garamone
DOD NEWS

Two important partnership initia-
tives between the United States and 
Vietnam will continue as both coun-
tries look for ways to help Vietnam com-
bat COVID-19 and as both countries 
step up the Vietnam War-era person-
nel accounting program, said Secre-
tary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III dur-
ing meetings with Vietnamese officials 
today.

Austin was making the first trip to 
Southeast Asia by a senior Biden ad-
ministration official. He met with new-
ly elected Vietnamese President Nguy-
en Xuan Phuc, Prime Minister Pham 
Minh Chinh and National Defense Min-
ister Phan Van Giang.

At the meetings, the secretary spoke 
of the challenging times COVID-19 has 
created. The U.S. has reached out to the 
nations of Southeast Asia to help them 
in their fight against the disease. Aus-
tin noted that the U.S. has provided vac-
cines, laboratory and testing equipment 
and cold storage freezers.

“We are also proud to have donat-
ed 5 million doses of Moderna vaccines 
to Vietnam,” he said during his talks at 
the prime minister’s office. “I look for-
ward to discussing additional ways that 

the United States can support Vietnam’s 
response.”

Turning to the Vietnam War-era per-
sonnel accounting program, a portion of 
the meeting at the Ministry of Nation-
al Defense concerned the Vietnam War-
time Accounting Initiative Memoran-
dum of Understanding between the two 
countries. It enables the Vietnamese 
people to search millions of records, “to 
help search for their own missing, and 
to recover war dead,” a senior Defense 
official said. At the heart of that memo 
is the collaboration with Harvard and 
Texas Tech creating a searchable data-
base containing millions of records.

The importance of this project was 
clearly evident in the fact that progress 
was only slowed, not stopped, by the 
pandemic. U.S. and Vietnamese teams 
continued to search for those missing 
even as COVID-19 caused shutdowns.

“The United States and Vietnam 
have such a complex shared history of 
sacrifice,” Austin said at the National 
Defense Ministry. “When our two coun-
tries resumed normalization, the Unit-
ed States committed itself to respecting 
Vietnam’s political system and your in-
dependent and balanced foreign policy.”

The United States has a productive 
and warm relationship with Vietnam, 
but the U.S. “does not ask Vietnam to 

choose between partners,” Austin said. 
“In fact, one of our central goals is en-
suring that our allies and partners have 
the freedom and space to chart their 
own futures.”

Normalization of relations between 
the two nations occurred in 1995. Austin 

said the growth in cooperation since 
then “has been striking and inspiring. 
We have built a foundation of trust and 
understanding tied to our decades-long 
cooperation on war legacy issues.”

The U.S. will continue its dioxin 

DoD photo by Chad J. McNeeley

Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III meets with President Nguyen Xuan Phuc of Vietnam 
in Hanoi, July 29, 2021.

See VIETNAM Page 16

Department of Defense
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721 Texas Street
Fairfield

707.673.4129

Hours: Tues.-Thurs., 11am-8pm
Fri., 11am-8:30 pm • Sat., 3pm-8:30pm 

Sun., 11am-8pm • Closed Mon.

ThreeFoodBeerWine.com

Live
Jazz Music
Fridays 5pm to 8pm

Sundays 4pm to 7pm

Used Car Sales Event!

Honda Certified Used Cars

Wanted: Innovative ideas 
for Spark Tank 2022

Secretary of the  
Air Force Public Affairs

WRIGHT-PATTERSON 
AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio 
(AFNS) — Spark Tank 2022, 
a Department of the Air 
Force annual competition in 
which Airmen and Guardians 
pitch innovative solutions to 

operational problems, will ac-
cept submissions in early Au-
gust 2021.

Spark Tank is co-sponsored 
by the Deputy Under Secre-
tary of the Air Force for Man-
agement (SAF/MG) and AF-
WERX. “Spark Tank is a 
crucial part of the Air Force’s 

U.S. Air Force graphic

Master Sgt. Justin Bauer from the 355th Fighter Wing at Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base, Ariz., was awarded the Spark Tank 2021 trophy for his 
idea, “Innovative Approach to C-130 Wheel Repair.” 

See SPARK Page 8
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The market is HOT! 
To get moving, call me

Given the opportunity to serve you 
will be a win Winn situation!

The Keys to your Dream Home are within reach.

Monica Winn
REALTOR®   DRE# 1971960

Pazdel Chiropractic, Inc.

www.PazdelChiropractic.com Se Habla Español
258 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City  • 429-4861unset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City  • 4

Shoulder 
Pain?

Austin reaches out to service members 
on Olympics, Paralympics teams 

Photo By: Chad McNeeley, DOD

Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III talks with service members competing in the 2021 
Tokyo Olympics during his trip to the Indo-Pacific region, July 28, 2021. Austin was on a 
weeklong trip to reaffirm defense relationships and conduct bilateral meetings with senior 
officials in Singapore, Vietnam and the Philippines.

Photo By: Chad McNeeley, DOD

Service members competing in the 2021 Tokyo Olympics talk virtually with Secretary of 
Defense Lloyd J. Austin III during his trip to the Indo-Pacific region, July 28, 2021. Austin took 
the opportunity to acknowledge, congratulate and thank the service members competing in 
the games via video conference. 

JIM GARAMONE
DOD NEWS

Secretary of Defense Lloyd 
J. Austin III took a break from 
security discussions in Singa-
pore to congratulate U.S. ser-
vice members competing in 
the Olympics and Paralym-
pics.

Austin spoke via Zoom to 15 
service members on the teams. 
Some were in Tokyo, others in 
the United States.

‘’I wanted to just reach 
out to you and congratulate 
all of you for the tremendous 
work that you’ve done to get to 
where you are,’’ Austin said. 
‘’It is truly remarkable, it is 
truly a big deal, and I wanted 
you to know that we’re enor-
mously proud of each and ev-
ery one of you.’’

Austin told the team mem-
bers that he appreciated the 
hard work they put in to not 
only be outstanding service 
members, but elite athletes 
representing the United States 
on the world stage.

He spoke with Army 1st Lt. 
Amber English who received 
the Gold Medal in Women’s 
Skeet competition. She set the 
Olympic record with her per-
formance. 

Austin asked her if she 
knew she would do so well. ‘’I 
knew when I got here that if 
I … just allowed myself to do 
what I know how to do, and 
stay as calm as possible and 
focus, that it would be a suc-
cessful outcome,’’ she said. 

He asked if she had any 

advice for her fellow ser-
vice members at the games. 
‘’I would just say to enjoy the 
ride,’’ the young lieutenant 
said.

Austin also spoke with 
Army Sgt. 1st Class Elizabeth 
‘’Ellie’’ Marks, a Paralympi-
an swimmer. Marks has com-
peted in a number of compe-
titions including the Invictus 
Games, where she met Brit-
ain’s Prince Harry. ‘’I had no 
idea who he was,’’ she told the 
secretary. ‘’I just thought he 

was a spectator of the sport. 
But he has become a champi-
on.’’

Marks will begin compe-
tition soon and is watching 
the Olympics with interest. 
‘’I feel incredibly inspired by 
the performance of my team-
mates, and they are doing 

wonderful things with the 
Olympics,’’ she said. ‘’I hope 
that I can do them proud at the 
Paralympics.’’

Austin told Marks that she 
is already making Americans 
proud. ‘’All of you are making 
us proud,’’ he told the service 
members.

Department of Defense
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You Served. You Save.

Save with Military Discounts from these fine businesses!

NORTH BAY TRUCK 
CENTER

1245 Illinois St
Fairfield, Ca
94533
(707) 427-1386

www.northbaytruckcenter.com

MITCHELL’S
HAULING, CLEANING, ORGANIZING, 

PACKING, & HOUSE CLEANING

Suisun City, 
CA 94585
(707) 386-1312
Lic. #22444 
Insured

DIXON LANDSCAPE 
MATERIALS

150 E. H St.
Dixon, CA 95620
(707) 678-8200

www.dixonlandscapematerials.com

CAL ROOFING SYSTEMS
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 447-3132
Lic. #560708

www.calroofingsystems.com

Junk Removal
Trailer Rentals

Ruben
(707) 718-3317

No job too big
or small

Cellular (707) 718-1989
nprice@c21mm.com
301 Dickson Hill Road, Fairfield, CA 94533

Let My Experience, Make Your 
Home Buying or Selling Experience, 

Your Best Experience!

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Nancy Price-Branson 
REALTOR®

Cal BRE #01426977 
CDPE, SFR, ABR, MRP, SRES

relentless search for innova-
tive technology,” said Col. Na-
than Diller, AFWERX direc-
tor. “The operational skills and 
knowledge our Airmen and 
Guardians possess give them 
the expertise not only to iden-
tify problems unique to their 
jobs, but also solutions.”

This is the fifth year of the 
Spark Tank competition. Spark 
Tank 2021 drew more than 300 
submissions with five final-
ists. Master Sgt. Justin Bauer 
from the 355th Fighter Wing 
at Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona, was awarded 
the Spark Tank trophy for his 
idea, “Innovative Approach to 
C-130 Wheel Repair.” Previ-
ous winners and finalists have 
offered improvements from 
smart weapons loading check-
lists to robotic process automa-
tion for personnel records and 
everything in-between.

As a bonus, SAF/MG and 
AFWERX are introducing 
Spark Tank innovation awards 
to recognize innovative so-
lutions proposed and devel-
oped by Airmen and Guard-
ians across the enterprise. 
The awards are designed to 

encourage innovation devel-
opment, talent retention, and 
speed up adopting emerging, 
game-changing technologies 
that impact the Air and Space 
Force.

“Spark Tank offers a great 
opportunity to highlight the 
innovative spirit of our Air-
men and Guardians,” said Wil-
liam Gautier, Spark Tank di-
rector. “These risk-takers, idea 
makers, and entrepreneurs re-
ject the status quo, instead they 
seek inventive answers that im-
prove how our jobs are done.”

To enable participation, in-
terested members will sub-
mit ideas through the recently 
launched Guardian and Air-
men Innovation Network por-
tal. GAIN allows personnel to 
share ideas, critique submis-
sions, and vote on the most 
promising solutions.

Innovation submissions are 
due via GAIN no later than 
close of business, Oct. 1, 2021. 
Finalists will be announced in 
January 2022. The pitch-finals 
competition will take place on 
March 4, 2022, at the Air Force 
Association’s Aerospace War-
fare Symposium in Orlando, 
Florida.

More information will be 
forthcoming at https://www.
afwerx.af.mil/spark-tank.html. 

Ideas can be submitted to the 
Spark Tank competition at afw-
erx.af.mil.

About AFWERX
AFWERX, a Technical Di-

rectorate of the Air Force Re-
search Laboratory and the 
innovation arm of the Depart-
ment Air Force, connects inno-
vators across government, in-
dustry and academia. Through 
innovation and collaboration 
with our nation’s top subject-
matter experts and harnessing 
the power of ingenuity of inter-
nal talent by expanding tech-
nology, talent, and transition 
partnerships for rapid and af-
fordable commercial and mil-
itary capability. In 2020, Fast 
Company ranked AFWERX 

#16 of Best Workplaces for In-
novators, alongside brands 
such as Microsoft, Google and 
Amazon. Additional informa-
tion is available at https://www.
afwerx.af.mil/.

About SAF/MG
SAF/MG is responsible for 

the overall supervision of mat-
ters pertaining to Air Force 
and Space Force management 
of business operations. This 
oversight includes management 
and advocacy of programs de-
signed to improve management 
and execution processes across 
the enterprise. SAF/MG car-
ries out enterprise-wide trans-
formation initiatives and asso-
ciated activities, and oversees 
implementation of Continuous 

Improvement/Lean Six Sig-
ma programs, directs techni-
cal oversight of the GAIN pro-
gram and collaborates with the 
Air Force Program Executive 
Officer for Services and other 
Air Force, Space Force, Depart-
ment of Defense, and federal 
sector organizations to eliminate 
contract redundancies, lever-
age efficiencies, lessons learned, 
and best practices for strategic 
sourcing. SAF/MG drives effi-
ciency through effective trans-
formation to enable more ca-
pable and lethal Air and Space 
Forces and is the DAF’s champi-
on for innovation, efficiency, and 
reform in DAF operations to en-
able readiness and lethality.

h t t p s : / / u s a f . d p s . m i l /
teams/10100/dcmohome/Pages/
DCMO-About.aspx

Spark
From Page 6

877-995-5247
Download free app in 

your phone’s app store

Air Force
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NMLS 237037   #3094
Branch Manager   Sr. Mtg. Advisor
FHA • VA • Conventional

Apply now @ www.primeres.com/rsantos

Air Force Materiel Command 
takes on role as servicing major 
command for Space Force

AFMC Public Affairs

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR 
FORCE BASE, Ohio — Air Force 
Materiel Command is adding on a 
new role as the designated Servic-
ing Major Command for the U.S. 
Space Force.

Recently the U.S. Air Force 
and U.S. Space Force took steps to 
define AFMC’s role as the desig-
nated Servicing MAJCOM for the 
U.S. Space Force.  These actions 
included a memorandum of un-
derstanding providing a strategic 
overview of support provided to 
the USSF by the USAF.  And a pro-
gramming plan outlining the func-
tional support AFMC will provide 
to Airmen assigned to USSF who 
are supporting USSF installations 
and missions.  

This unique and first-time Ser-
vicing MAJCOM structure was 
created to ensure Airmen as-
signed to the USSF receive the 
same force development opportu-
nities, functional and administra-
tive support as those at USAF In-
stallations. 

The USSF derives almost all 
its support from the USAF and its 
Airmen, including infrastructure, 
logistics, security, medical servic-
es, and a host of other common ca-
pabilities to support the mission. 

AFMC, as the Servicing MA-
JCOM, will accomplish the roles 
and responsibilities traditional-
ly performed by a MAJCOM for 
the Airmen providing base op-
erating support for USSF instal-
lations.  These MAJCOM func-
tions typically include, but are 
not limited to, providing poli-
cy guidance, interpretation and, 
where applicable, waiver author-
ity; professional development op-
portunities and guidance; develop-
mental team representation; and 

functional-specific roles.  Approx-
imately 8,000 USAF Airmen as-
signed to USSF installations and 
units will be serviced by AFMC. 

Airmen at USSF installations 
will continue to be serviced by 
their local Military Personnel 
Flight and Civilian Personnel Of-
fice; and the Air Force Person-
nel Center will continue to provide 
service to all Airmen at USSF in-
stallations.  The primary differ-
ence will be when most Airmen 
at USSF installations need MAJ-
COM interaction, Headquarters 
AFMC 2-letter staff will assist 
them.  Their MAJCOM Function-
al Manager will be at HQ AFMC.

USSF Guardians are not af-
fected.  Professional development 
and functional-specific support for 
USSF Guardians will be provid-
ed through the USSF Field Com-
mands.

The Department of the Air 
Force is working toward a criteria-
based initial operational capability 
in Fall 2021, working toward full 
operational capability in Fall 2022.

“We’re honored to be able to 
provide support to the outstanding 
Airmen who are helping advance 
the U.S. Space Force mission,” 
said AFMC Commander Gen. Ar-
nold W. Bunch, Jr.  “We’re all in 
to ensure the success of the space 
mission and the Airmen assigned 
to the U.S. Space Force.”

The USSF mission is to orga-
nize, train, and equip space forc-
es in order to protect U.S. and 
allied interests in space and to pro-
vide space capabilities to the joint 
force.  USSF responsibilities in-
clude developing Guardians, ac-
quiring military space systems, 
maturing the military doctrine for 
space power, and organizing space 
forces to present to U.S. Combat-
ant Commands.
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Air Force Surgeon General takes current pulse of Travis
Lan Kim

60TH AIR MOBILITY WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE, 
Calif. — Lt. Gen. Robert Miller, 
Air Force and Space Force Sur-
geon General, and Chief Master 
Sgt. Dawn Kolczynski, medical 
enlisted force and enlisted corps 
chief, visited Travis Air Force 
Base, California, July 28, 2021, 
to better understand David 
Grant USAF Medical Center’s 
various medical capabilities.

The tour allowed Miller and 

Kolczynski to witness first-hand 
what Travis’ medics are doing 
to maintain readiness in edu-
cation and training, aerospace 
flight staging and medical read-
iness, hyperbaric medicine and 
chronic wound care, disaster 
and emergency medical oper-
ations support, intensive care 
unit operations, joint Veteran’s 
Affair medical care, aeromedi-
cal evacuation.

“It is truly impressive what 
you all are doing,” Miller said 
during an all-call speaking 

directly to DGMC Airmen. 
“We’re here because Chief and 
I want to understand your chal-
lenges, understand the good 
things you’re doing.”

Miller and Kolczynski also 
wanted to communicate their 
concerns directly to Travis’ 
medics, given the gravity of a re-
surgence from COVID-19 and 
the delta variant.

“We need your help,” Kolc-
zynski said.

They urged them to engage 
with friends and family who’ve 

not received a COVID-19 vac-
cine by having conversations 
about the importance of herd 
immunity if vaccine hesitancy 
exists within their inner circles.

It was not lost on Miller’s 
mind that in an unprecedented 
year affected by COVID-19, the 
Airmen providing medical care 
at DGMC were at the forefront 
of the pandemic response.

“I am proud of everything our 
medics have accomplished, but 
our work is not done, and chal-
lenges still continue,” Miller 

said. “My commitment is to our 
Airmen, and I want them to 
know that their leadership truly 
cares about them. Our strategies 
may evolve as the needs change, 
but at the center of it is our peo-
ple. They are our most valuable 
asset, and they are what makes 
us a premier military medical 
force.”

“We can’t lose sight that it’s 
Airmen at the center of that,” 
Kolczynski said.

 U.S. Air Force photo by Lan Kim

U.S. Air Force maj. Michael Broome, 775th Expeditionary Aeromedical Evacuation Flight infectious disease nurse, right, briefs Lt. Gen. Robert Miller, Air Force and Space Force Surgeon General, left, 
and Chief Master Sgt. Dawn Kolczynski, medical enlisted force and enlisted corps chief, center, inside a Negatively Pressurized Connex at Travis Air Force Base, California, July 27, 2021. The NPC is 
an isolated containment chamber designed to safely transport up to 30 passengers, 24 walking patients, or eight patients on a stretcher affected by infectious diseases such as the novel coronavirus.

U.S. Air Force photo by Lan Kim 

U.S. Air Force photo by Lan Kim

U.S. Air Force photo by Lan Kim

U.S. Air Force photo by Lan Kim

Right: U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Robert Miller, Air Force and Space Force 
Surgeon General, left, along with his executive assistant, Maj. Richard Smith, 
center, and Chief Master Sgt. Dawn Kolczynski, medical enlisted force 
and enlisted corps chief, walk outside of base lodging at Travis Air Force 
Base, California, July 27, 2021. Miller visited Travis AFB to gain a better 
perspective of David Grant USAF Medical Center’s operational capabilities. 
Below: Jennifer Thompson, 60th Inpatient Squadron critical care nurse, 
right, briefs U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Robert Miller, Air Force and Space Force 
Surgeon General, center, on current operations of the intensive care unit at 
Travis Air Force Base, California, July 27, 2021. (This photo has been altered 
for security purposes by blurring out patient names.)
Bottom left: U.S. Air Force Senior Master Sgt. Andre Heags, 60th Operations 
Support Squadron chief controller, tower, right, speaks with Lt. Gen. Robert 
Miller, Air Force and Space Force Surgeon General, center, and Chief Master 
Sgt. Dawn Kolczynski, medical enlisted force and enlisted corps chief, second 
from left, about his experience as an air traffic controller at Travis Air Force 
Base, California, July 27, 2021. Miller visited the air traffic control tower at 
Travis AFB after his tour at David Grant USAF Medical Center for a tower view 
of the flight line. 
Bottom right: U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Robert Miller, Air Force and Space Force 
Surgeon General, second from right, meets with Col. Gwendolyn Foster, 
60th Medical Group commander, second from left, at Travis Air Force Base, 
California, July 27, 2021. Miller and his team toured various sections of David 
Grant USAF Medical Center to gain a better perspective of its operational 
capabilities. 
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Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 
SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

COUPON

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. APPLIES TO INSIDE 
UNITS ONLY. NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY. EXPIRES 8/31/2021

• New Manager Onsite
• Security Cameras
• Individually Alarmed 
     Units
• Private Gate Codes
• Well Lit Wide Hallways
• Drive-Up Units Availablee AUGUST 

SAVINGS

HOT

Website informs civilians of DoD opportunities
BY JIM GARAMONE

DOD NEWS
Say Department of Defense 

and most Americans automat-
ically envision uniformed sol-
diers, sailors, Marines, airmen 
or Space Force guardians.

They don’t think of the 

sinews holding all this together: 
DOD civilians.

“One of the things that I 
find so fascinating is that the 
Department of Defense civil-
ian workforce … is close to 
950,000, and still people don’t 
seem to know about it,” said 

Michelle LoweSolis, the direc-
tor of Defense Civilian Person-
nel Advisory Service. “We’re 
really and truly one of the big-
gest civilian employers in the 
country.”

Your average citizen 

DOD photo by U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Brittany A. Chase

An aerial view of the Pentagon, Washington, D.C., May 11, 2021. 

See OPPORTUNITIES Page 16

Department of Defense
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRISTBAPTIST

EPISCOPAL

Worship  
With Us…

St. Paul 
Baptist Church

1405 Kentucky Street
Fair
eld, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 11:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 12:00 p.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Web Site: www.stpaulfair
eld.org
Email: stpaulbcfair
eld@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1405 Kentucky Street
Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday
10:00 AM

Live Online  
on our Facebook Page

For additional information 
www.gracechurchfairfield.org

or contact the office at 425-4481

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Live Stream on:

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr. - Senior Pastor

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3 

Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday Worship Services
7:00am & 9:30am.

Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 7:00pm (Youth Sanctuary)

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane, 

Suisun City, CA 94585

Sunday Worship Services, 11:00am

Bible Study

Tuesdays @ 12:00noon

707-425-1849
www.mcbcfs.org  for more information

Live Stream on: 

Fairfield Stake Center 
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services Sunday
 1000 and 1200

Base Sacrament Services 
DGMC Chapel

or North Courtyard
(1st Floor North entrance)

Sunday 1600-1630

Inquires: Call LDS Military 
Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979

For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or email: 
lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

First Baptist 
Church of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church

1127 Davis Street, Vacaville
707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com

LUTHERAN

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service

Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

Live stream at:
itsallaboutfamilies.org

301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville
707.448.5848

SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

Sunday Morning Worship
10AM
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL

NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

UNITED METHODIST

Vacaville 
Church of Christ

401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 448-5085

Minister: Elliott Williams

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship

6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Co�ee with God
10:00 am Contemporary  

Celebration with Youth Education
Wednesday Evening

6:30 pm Non-Denominational  
Meditation Time

7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer
Come Home to Unity

It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

“To know Him, and to 
make Him known”

490 Brown Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

707-446-8684

Sunday Services:
Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Worship 11am
Evening Worship 5pm

Thursday Service: 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

Bible Studies throughout the week
Pastor Ben Smith

www.vacavillebiblechurch.com
office@vacavillebiblechurch.com

Live Stream on:

Bible-Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services

9 AM, 10:30 AM 
Registration required at vacavillefaith.org

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026
Sunday school provided during the  

second service:
Grades K-2 and 3-5

Registration required.
Grades 6-8 and 9-12

Registration required.

Check our website for information 
on other ministries offered at

www.vacavillefaith.org

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790
www.tfh.org
Service Times

Sunday: 9am & 11am
Live Stream at

tfhvacaville

Tuesday & Thursday
   Home Fellowship Groups
   Fairfield/Suisun/Vacaville

Ministries
• Men/Ladies’ Fellowships
• Silver Saints
• Youth Group (Jr./Sr. High)
• Family Fellowship
• Motorcycle Fellowship

Prayer Works

1500 Alamo Drive
Vacaville, CA 95687

(707) 448-8838
www.vacavillechurchofchrist 

alamodrive.com

Sunday Morning  
   Bible Classes ............................9:30 am
   Assembly Worship ............... 10:45 am
   Evening Assembly Worship .5:00 pm
Wednesday Evening 
   Bible Classes ........................... 7:00 pm

Classes also by appointment
Elders:

Mark McCallister (707) 446-7477
Ed Sanderson Sr. (707) 446-0536

Services Temporarily 
Suspended

For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at  
707-427-6973 or email: lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

NAZARENE

9:30 am Sunday
310 Parker Street

Vacaville, CA 95688

Visit sonrise-vv.org for info

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

tfhvacaville tfhvacaville

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

We offer:
• Nursery + Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• PrimeTimers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838

www.cccv.me

Register children for Sunday School  
at cccv.me
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“We Go The Extra SMILE”
• Orthodontics  

for Children & Adults

• Cosmetic  
(Clear) Braces

• Invisalign

• Early Intervention 
Treatment

• Financing Options  
Available

• Military Discounts

Bryan C. Scott, D.M.D.
Specialist in Orthodontics

1360 Burton Drive, Ste 100, Vacaville, (707) 451-2292

www.scott-ortho.com
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Easy

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

5 8
9 8 3

9 6 1 4
5 4

8 2 3 6
7 2

6 2 7 9
1 6 2

7 1
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8 9 6 7 2 4 3 5 1
4 3 7 1 5 6 9 2 8
2 1 5 3 9 8 4 6 7
9 5 1 4 8 2 6 7 3
6 7 2 9 3 1 5 8 4
3 8 4 6 7 5 1 9 2
1 2 8 5 6 3 7 4 9
5 4 9 2 1 7 8 3 6
7 6 3 8 4 9 2 1 5

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 554 Very Hard Previous solution - Tough

Puzzles Visit
From Page 3

folks are true professionals,” Bickley said. 
“These Airmen led brilliantly through the 
COVID crisis and saved a lot of lives. It’s a 
tough job, but they exhibit ‘Excellence in All 
We Do’ every day. I’m very proud of them.”

The visit was punctuated by a senior non-
commissioned officer induction ceremo-
ny that saw Bickley read the SNCO charge 
for the newly-minted master sergeants and 
with it, gave some advice for the future lead-
ers of the Air Force. 

“Are we a perfect Air Force?” he asked. 
“No. But we are the best Air Force in the 
world. So before you level criticism at our 
organization, we need to ask ourselves, 
‘What am I doing to make it better?’ Look in-
ward before outward. Am I asking my Air-
men to do something that I cannot or will not 
do? At the end of the day, our young Airmen 
are the future of the Air Force and deserve 
nothing but the best from their leaders.”

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Christian Conrad

U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Chad Bickley, 
18th Air Force command chief, center, speaks with 
representatives from the Phoenix Spark innovation cell 
during a tour of Travis Air Force Base, California, July 30, 
2021.
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doesn’t realize that you can 
come into the Defense Depart-
ment and not wear a uniform, 
she said.

Pentagon officials have 
built a website — www.dodci-
viliancareers.com — to cor-
rect this misperception. The 
website project’s team lead 
said the site is primarily a re-
cruitment tool; the website’s 
purposes were to educate folks 
about civilian employment 
and help them explore where 
they might find their fit within 
the organization. 

The idea began about two 
years ago, said Desiree Seif-
ert, associate director for 
employment integration and 
strategic recruitment, at the 
service. “We knew we needed 
to be more active in social me-
dia,” she said. “We knew we 

needed to have more of a way 
of communicating. We real-
ly wanted to look at our web-
site as kind of the central hub 
of that messaging.”

The organization had a 
website before, but it wasn’t 
dynamic, Seifert said. “It 
didn’t let people know who 
we are or the variety of posi-
tions that we have,” she said. 
“It didn’t specifically target 
certain groups to say, ‘Hey, 
come on in and learn about us; 
here’s why it would be inter-
esting to you.’”

The site is designed to give 
those working with it differ-
ent paths to explore. If some-
one knows they want to work 
for the Army, for example, the 
site will give them a pathway 
there. If they want to work in 
South Korea, it will show them 
opportunities there.

“If the person is not sure, 
we have avenues where 
they can look at our differ-
ent careers,” said the website 

project’s team lead. There’s 
also a job exploration tool that 
allows people to answer a few 
basic questions about their in-
terests and background and 
get some tips on where they 
might start looking. “The site 
can show them opportuni-
ties already aligned with their 
backgrounds.” 

There are more than 600 ci-
vilian occupations in the DOD. 
There are all kinds of careers 
from scientists and engineers 
to artists to human resource 
personnel to intelligence an-
alysts to medical profession-
als. “If you want to fix aircraft, 
you can do it,” Seifert said. “If 
you want to build ships, have 
at it.  If you know talented in-
dividuals who want to make a 
powerful impact as DOD civil-
ians, then www.dodcivilianca-
reers.com is an excellent place 
to begin.”

Opportunities
From Page 12

clean-up efforts in Vietnam and will work to remove 
unexploded munitions left over from the Vietnam 
War. The U.S. will also continue to support disabled 
veterans of war.

The United States and Vietnam have grown clos-
er because of their shared interests and belief that 
peace and prosperity in the region depends on a 
“free and open Indo-Pacific,” Austin said. “We be-
lieve the region needs strong and independent Viet-
nam – a country that can defend its sovereignty and 
expand the prosperity of its people.”

The secretary wanted to get to the region earli-
er in his time in office, but COVID-19 restrictions 
prevented that. “For the secretary, this was a very 
important trip to make,” Pentagon Press Secretary 
John F. Kirby told reporters travelling with Aus-
tin. “This is his first chance to engage in person in 
Southeast Asia. And as you know, this is a vital re-
gion.”

It is a manufacturing heartland and a vital sea 
line with several choke points in the region. “Obvi-
ously, it’s a part of the world where China continues 
to be very aggressive...,” Kirby said. 

Austin feels that it is important to meet with 
these partners. “He feels like that the reason for 
coming is absolutely validated in the discussions 
that he’s having, and the reception that he’s get-
ting,” the press secretary said. “Both in Singapore 
and in Vietnam, [he received a] very warm wel-
come, and there is a very genuine interest in hav-
ing the United States be engaged in this part of the 
world.”

Austin himself said that he came to the region to 
listen to the leaders of these nations. Kirby said the 
secretary is getting a sense of the realities in South-
east Asia and the challenges these leaders face.

Vietnam
From Page 5

DoD photo by Chad J. McNeeley

Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III and Vietnamese Defense Minister Phan Van Giang  bump elbows after the signing the 
Vietnamese Wartime Accounting Initiative Memorandum of Understanding between the two countries in Hanoi, Vietnam, July 
29, 2021. Austin was on a weeklong trip to reaffirm defense relationships and conduct bilateral meetings with senior officials 
in Vietnam, Singapore and Manila, Philippines. 

ShopMyExchange.com/Vets.
Cardholders earn 2% in 

rewards points on their Mili-
tary Star purchases – includ-
ing at commissaries – and 
receive a $20 rewards card 
every 2,000 points. Rewards 
exclude military clothing.

“Military shoppers are 
looking for ways to save,” 
Travis Air Force Base Ex-
change General Manager 
Phonda Bishop said in a press 
release. “Military Star helps 
shoppers not only with this 
limited-time discount, but

with everyday savings on 
food, fuel and more.”

All of the Exchange earn-
ings are reinvested in the 
military community, includ-
ing funding for critical on-in-
stallation quality-of-life pro-
grams, according to the press 
release. When Travis Air 
Force Base shoppers use the 
Military Star card, the Ex-
change also saves on cred-
it card transaction fees – sav-
ings that add up to millions 
of dollars a year worldwide, 
which allows the Exchange 
to better support Airmen and 
their families.

The Military Star card is 
administered by the Army 
&amp; Air Force Exchange 
Service and is accepted at all 
military exchanges and com-
missaries. For more informa-
tion, visit MyECP.com.

Discount
From Page 2

Tune to AM 890 for up-to-date information  
on Travis Air Force Base happenings
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0103 LOST AND 
FOUND
LOST  (F)  Brown  tea-
cup  Chihuahua.  On
7/3/21 location Solano
Rd. REWARD If found
call (707) 315-0907

0501 HELP WANTED
Exp. Bartender wanted
Refs. reqd. $13hr. +
tips & accrued sick

pay. Primarily needed
for closing shifts;
8:30pm- 2:30am.
Drop off or email

resume: at
Ding's Lounge,

1712 W. Texas St., FF
r8ders81@gmail.com

Laundromat attendant
position avail., in Fair-
field. Job incls., clean-
ing and customer ser-
vice.  Send  resume
to:HR  1948  N.  Texas
S t . ,  F a i r f i e l d ,  C A
94533, or email:elmer
angeloinc@yahoo.com

0645 MISC. WANTED
Radio test equip., Golf
clubs,  CB  Radios,  2
tools boxes, with 3/4"
1/2" & 1/4" sockets.

Call 707-425-4701

0677 PETS  
& SUPPLIES

Poodle AKC Toy.
•Champion Bloodline.

•Male, Female.
• Brown or Black

•10 weeks,
•1 shots.
•$2000.

707-255-1177
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We have NO OVERLAYS! We can do a VA Loan 2 yrs after  
a Short Sale, Foreclosure or Bankruptcy AND we can do  
scores down to 580 and ratios up to 65%!

We have been able to successfully get COE’s approved  
when other companies cannot get your eligibility restored!

We regularly beat other lenders quotes and we are right here 
Locally near the ‘In and Out Burger’.

Providing VA Loans Locally!
Fulfilling the dream of Homeownership for our Veterans since 1994
We can EASILY close a VA loan transaction in 19 - 22 days here 
locally, So if you want to get it done Quickly at a Great Rate  
and Low Fees, with the same person from the beginning  
till the end, Let’s Talk.

1300 Oliver Rd., Ste. 140 • Fairfield • George@NIMBLoan.com • NMLS #270402 • DRE#02077932 • NMLS #1859425

George R. Kalis
Broker/Owner

707.759.5129
We can use ANY Bank or Investors Wholesale dept. we are not confined to just one source!

WHOLESALE MORTGAGE BROKER

e 

ays here ays here
Rate 

ng

We DO Your VA IRRL’s at the Very Lowest Rate available,  
Quicker than anyone else! No Appraisal, No Fuss, Just a quick  
REFINANCE into the lower 2’s to save you $200-$500 a month!
We can also do a VA JUMBO purchase anywhere in CA  
to 1.5Million at $0 Down!

JUMBO VA Rates now in the Low 2% Range!
reported that 70% of mili-
tary personnel have received 
at least one dose of one of the 
three COVID-19 vaccines, and 
62% of service members are 
fully vaccinated.

In a same-day video, De-
partment of Defense Secretary 

Lloyd J. Austin III stated that 
the military is being vaccinat-
ed with doses of the three vac-
cines “as fast as we can receive 
them.”

“All the available vaccines 
have been authorized by the 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion for a simple reason: They 
are safe, and they are effec-
tive,” Austin said in the video. 
“I got my shots, and I hope you 
will, too.”

Vaccine
From Page 4

Photo by: Jaime Chirinos

DHA Director Army Lt. Gen. (Dr.) Ron Place discusses the importance of 
full vaccination with DHA’s Senior Enlisted Leader Command Sgt. Maj. 
Michael Gragg during an employee town hall at DHA headquarters in 
Falls Church, Virginia, July 20, 2021.

those who have not been vac-
cinated will need to continue 
to wear masks, as they have 
been required to do all along.

DOD installations are also 

being asked to post signage 
and update their websites to 
let visitors know of mask poli-
cies in place at those locations.

CDC guidance issued July 
27 recommends that even in-
dividuals who have been vac-
cinated against COVID-19 
start wearing a mask again 
while indoors if they are in an 

area of “substantial or high 
transmission.”

“To maximize protection 
from the Delta variant and 
prevent possibly spreading 
it to others, wear a mask in-
doors in public if you are in 
an area of substantial or high 
transmission,” the CDC rec-
ommends.

Masks
From Page 4

Photo courtesy of DoD

A map of the United States shows transmission rates for COVID-19. 

Mobility Airmen instrumental 
in evacuating aircraft to safety 
ahead of Typhoon In-fa

By Ms. Amelia Dickson
515TH AIR MOBILITY OPERATIONS WING

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— For six months each year, 
Airmen throughout the Indo-
Pacific region are ready for 
typhoon season. During that 
time, the region’s air terminals 
are on standby to receive air-
craft from regions hit by winds 
up to 130 knots — or 150 mph.

Airmen were called to ac-
tion this month when Typhoon 
In-fa threatened to hit Kadena 
Air Base, in Okinawa. Aircraft 
were evacuated to Yokota Air 
Base, Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni, and Osan Air Base.

“It’s always crazy when 
this happens,” said Mr. Ernest 
Weber, air terminal manag-
er at Yokota Air Base, located 
west of Tokyo. “It’s not just the 
planes coming in from the ty-
phoon area, it’s also the planes 
that would be coming in on a 
daily basis.”

The Yokota air terminal, 
managed by the 730th Air Mo-
bility Squadron, helped to wel-
come eight additional aircraft 
from Kadena. Terminal staff 
developed a parking plan to en-
sure there was room for the in-
coming aircraft in addition to 
the ongoing daily missions. Air-
men also provided stair trucks 
and fleet services — potable wa-
ter and lavatory trucks.

The aerial port at Yokota 
typically handles between 20 
and 30 missions each day, in-
cluding Patriot Express mis-
sions. So, the additional eight 
aircraft were significant, We-
ber said.

But the effort was manage-
able thanks to the hard work 
of the air terminal staff — both 
Airmen and civilian employees.

The air terminal portion of 
the evacuation required a coor-
dinated effort within the 515th 

See EVACUATION Page 19

Department of Defense
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Air Mobility Operation Group, 
an Air Mobility Command 
(AMC) organization that over-
sees the 730th AMS, the 731st 
Air Mobility Squadron at Osan 
Air Base in Korea, and the 733d 
Air Mobility Squadron at Kade-
na Air Base.

The group also works closely 
with the air terminal at Marine 
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, also 
in Japan.

Most of the aircraft evac-
uated from Kadena Air Base 
belong to Pacific Air Forces 
(PACAF), necessitating cooper-
ation between two different ma-
jor commands.

“This effort illustrates that 
our squadrons and mission 
partners are equipped and 
ready to work together to 
keep global mobility missions 

moving throughout the Pacif-
ic, even during extreme weath-
er,” said Col. Chris Kiser, 515th 
AMOG commander. “It also 
sends a clear message to our 
strategic competitors that we’re 
a capable, robust and resilient 
organization.”

Typhoon In-fa brought sus-
tained winds of 34 knots (about 
40 mph) and gusts of 42 knots 
(about 48 mph) to Kadena Air 
Base on July 21, according to 
the Joint Typhoon Warning 
Center. With Kadena Air Base 
being located in “Typhoon Al-
ley,” there’s a good chance the 
515th AMOG will need to re-
peat the drill this year.

“We’re used to it, it’s part of 
normal life,” Weber said. “It’s 
what we expect in the summer.”

“To us, they’re just extra 
planes because we have a great 
team of professionals who are 
motivated to do their jobs,” he 
added.

Evacuation
From Page 18

Photo by Senior Airman Brieana E. Bolfing

The 730th Air Mobility Squadron, located at Yokota Air Base, welcomed eight evacuated aircraft from Kadena Air Base in July ahead of Typhoon In-fa. The aerial port also maintained 
normal operations, including Patriot Express missions.

Photo by Senior Airman Brieana E. Bolfing
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Base community.”
The Military Star card is ac-

cepted at all Army & Air Force 
Exchange Service, Navy Ex-
change Service Command, Ma-
rine Corps Exchange, Coast 
Guard Exchange and Defense 
Commissary Agency stores.

The Military Star card also 
benefits cardholders with a re-
wards program based on pur-
chases. The card issued $32.8 
million in rewards just last 
year, according to the press re-
lease. Other benefits include 
a set interest rate for all card-
holders, regardless of cred-
it score; discounts at Exchange 
fuel locations and at Exchange 
restaurants; and a reduced-in-
terest deployment plan with no 
payments required for eligible 
customers.

For more information or to 
apply for a Military Star card, 
visit MyECP.com.

Exchange
From Page 3

Car show  
on calendar  
Aug. 13 at  
base museum

By Daily Republic Staff

TRAVIS AIR FORCE 
BASE — Car enthusiasts are 
encouraged to show off their 
rides during the Freaky Fri-
day Classic Car Show and 
Shine scheduled Aug. 13 at 
the base museum.

The event starts at 10 a.m. 
and ends at 2 p.m. at the Tra-
vis Heritage Center, Building 
80, 461 Burgan Boulevard.

Members of the 921st Con-
tingency Response Squadron 
will be cooking out during 
the event.

Organizers promote the 
event as an “extended lunch 
break” opportunity for those 
who work at the base. Those 
who visit the car show may 
also view the classic air-
planes on display outside the 
museum.

To register a class car, 
contact Jeff Allee at alleeg-
to1@comcast.net.
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